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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 August 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 10 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being Indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. In claim 10, lines 1 and 2, the phrase "angles inward" lacks 
basis for "inward" of what. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this OfTice action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-9 and 11-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Inman (5,590,788) in view of Royce (2,316,457). Inman discloses a 
self-telescoping storage enclosure, comprising a tray including a base wall (21) and a 
single contiguous sidewall (22-24 and 28), the sidewall including a major wall (24) and a 
minor wall (28) opposite the major wall, and a right wall (22) and a left wall (23) opposite 
the right wall, the outer surface of the major wall defining a first major outer width and 
the outer surface of the minor wall defining a first minor outer width, the first major outer 
width being greater than the first minor outer width (see column 4, lines 1-4 and 55-59), 
and wherein the tray can nest with a second tray substantially similar to the first tray and 
that is inverted and oriented 180 degrees relative to the first tray (see Figure 6). Royce 
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discloses a self-telescoping storage enclosure, comprising a tray including a base wall 
(10) and a single contiguous sidewall (16-18-16-20), tlie sidewall including end walls 
(18, 20), and a right wall (16) and a left wall (16) opposite the right wall, a notch (26) 
disposed in each of the right and left walls, and wherein the tray can nest with a second 
tray substantially similar to the first tray and that is inverted and oriented 180 degrees 
relative to the first tray (see Figures 3, 4 and 6). To modify the tray of Inman employing 
the notch teaching of Royce would have been obvious in order to provide a nesting tab 
to better secure trays to one another, as taught by Royce. 

As to claims 2 and 3, the recited relationship between the major and minor walls 
and the shape of the bottom wall are disclosed by Inman. 

As to claims 5 and 12, Royce discloses the notches disposed near the midway of 
the length of the right and left walls, the exact disposition not providing any unexpected 
result. 

As to claim 6, Royce discloses the notch being approximately half the height of 
the right and left walls. 

As to claims 7-8 and 13-14, Inman discloses the major wall greater in height than 
the minor wall. 

As to claim 1 1 , each discloses an arrangement of plural trays. 

5. Claims 1-4, 6-9, 1 1 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Inman in view of WO 93/1 1048. Inman discloses a self-telescoping 
storage enclosure, comprising a tray including a base wall (21) and a single contiguous 
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sidewall (22-24 and 28), the sidewall including a major wall (24) and a minor wall (28) 
opposite the major wall, and a right wall (22) and a left wall (23) opposite the right wall, 
the outer surface of the major wall defining a first major outer width and the outer 
surface of the minor wall defining a first minor outer width, the first major outer width 
being greater than the first minor outer width (see column 4, lines 1-4 and 55-59), and 
wherein the tray can nest with a second tray substantially similar to the first tray and that 
is inverted and oriented 180 degrees relative to the first tray (see Figure 6), WO 
93/11048 discloses a self-telescoping storage enclosure, comprising a tray including a 
base wall (2) and a single contiguous sidewall (3-4-3-4), the sidewall including end 
walls (3, 3, 20), and a right wall (4) and a left wall (4) opposite the right wall, a notch (7) 
disposed in each of the right and left walls, and wherein the tray can nest with a second 
tray substantially similar to the first tray and that is inverted and oriented 180 degrees 
relative to the first tray (see Figure 2). To modify the tray of Inman employing the notch 
teaching of WO93/11048 would have been obvious in order to provide interengaging 
locking structure between two trays, as taught by WO 93/1 1048. 

As to claims 2 and 3, the recited relationship between the major and minor walls 
and the shape of the bottom wall are disclosed by Inman. 

As to claim 6, WO 93/1 1048 discloses the notch being approximately half the 
height of the right and left walls. 

As to claims 7-8 and 13-14, Inman discloses the major wall greater in height than 
the minor wall. 

As to claim 1 1 , each discloses an arrangement of plural trays. 
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6. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Inman in view of one of Royce and WO 93/11 048. To provide the trays and 
dispose them in an inverted manner to one another is disclosed by the combination of 
Inman with either one of Royce and WO 93/1 1048. 

As to claim 17, WO 93/1 1048 discloses interengaging the notches with one 
another. 

7. Claim 10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shown are interengaging inverted trays. 

' Any inquiry cqncerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryon P. Gehman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4555. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Wednesday 
from 5:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu, can be reached on (571 ) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-4555. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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